














FM 685 CORRIDOR STUDY
DRAFT REPORT OVERVIEW



FM 685 Project Background
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Project funded through final design by 2020 City Bond Proposition A

Project currently not funded for construction

Multiple funding opportunities are being explored for construction

NOT YET FUNDED

2022 2023 2024-2025 2026+



Public Engagement

+ 2 Open Houses, Website live since May 16th 

+ Initial survey and public comment map: May 18th – June 6th

+ Open for general comments during other public engagement activities

+ Final alternative public comment map: December 1st – January 3rd
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Scan for Project Website!



Existing Traffic Conditions
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+ Already congested today, in some 
places all day long

+ Generally, “at capacity” without 
additional physical improvements

+ Could benefit from coordinated 
signal system to enhance capacity



Existing Safety Conditions
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+ Crash rate is lower at Pecan 
post-construction

+ General issues related to 
speed and left turns



Conceptual Layouts – Alternative Parameters

Alternative 1: Superstreet Alternative 2: Urban Boulevard

120 ft ROW 120 ft ROW

Higher Speed – 55 MPH Lower Speed – 35 MPH

WB-67 Design Vehicle U-Turns

Passenger Car Left Turns
WB-67 Design Vehicle All Turns

Minor Street Right Turn Only Minor Street Full Access

1-side SUP 2-side SUP
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Prioritization Evaluation – Overview
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= Category aligns with previous 

CAMPO selection criteria

CONGESTION*

SAFETY

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT*

MULTI-
MODALITY*

COST

CONNECTIVITY

PROPERTY 
IMPACTS

*category differs from 

preliminary ranking 

categories



Prioritization Summary

+ Urban Boulevard alternatives tended to score higher than Superstreet 
alternatives due to four major factors:

1. Reduced volumes (congestion)

2. Reduced speeds (safety)

3. Smaller footprints (ROW impact)

4. Dual-sided SUP (multimodality)
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Volumes on the FM 685 

corridor are 25% lower 

in the Urban Boulevard 

scenario than the 

Superstreet scenario



Proposed Concept – “Urban Boulevard”

+ After prioritization and coordination with City staff and the technical committee, 
an “urban boulevard” condition was chosen as the ideal condition for FM 685

+ Reduced lane widths (11 ft)

+ Reduced speeds (40 mph, pending TxDOT coordination)

+ High commercial density/redevelopment

+ Intersections accommodate large trucks

+ Shared use path on both sides of road

+ Visual treatments & street art

+ Illumination along full corridor length
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Proposed Concept - Intersections

Other intersections are traditional intersections with traffic lights

New Traffic Signals proposed at Oxford, Olympic, and Applewood
17

SH 130 / Copper Mine Dr Town Center Dr Pflugerville Pkwy

Main Street (Future) Pecan Street Wells Branch Pkwy
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TxDOT Crossroads Coalition MADD

City of Austin Vision Zero Initiative Motorcycle Safety Courses

Ghisallo Cycling Initiative AARP Driver Safety for Older Drivers

Teens in the Driver Seat (TTI) TxDOT General Safety Grants

LifeSteps (Williamson Cty. CAD) Safe Kids Austin/Dell Children’s Hospital

Travis County Attorney’s Underage 
Drinking Prevention Program 

TxDOT Selective Traffic Enforcement 
Program (STEP)

Focus on Reducing Impaired Driving 
Among Youth (FRIDAY)

Safe Riders/Department of State Health 
Services

Texas Municipal Courts Education 
Center (TMCEC) Programs

Impaired Driving Action Team (City of 
Austin/Travis County)
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Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Sep

Demographic Data and Network Update

Data Development

2022

Today

OctApr May Jun AugJul Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul

2023

WA Start
11/22/2021

Aug

Model Development and Calibration

TWG Meetings

Documentation /Training

WA End 
8/1/2023
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