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Preview

• Particulate Matter (PM) updates
• Designations process

• Requirements for PM nonattainment areas

• Ozone standard updates
• Revised designations process

• Requirements for ozone nonattainment areas
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What is PM?

• PM is solid particles or liquid 
droplets that are in the air.

• Some particles are large/dark 
enough to be seen by the 
naked eye: dust, soot, dirt.

• Other particles can only be 
seen under a microscope.

Image Courtesy U.S. EPA
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Sources of Particulate Matter

Image Courtesy of U.S EPA; edited by TCEQ
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2012 PM National Ambient Air Quality 
Standard (NAAQS)

• 2012 PM2.5 NAAQS
• Primary Annual Standard: 12.0 micrograms per cubic meter 

(µg/m3)

• Secondary Annual Standard: 15.0 µg/m3

• Primary and Secondary 24-Hour Standard: 35 µg/m3

• 2012 PM10 NAAQS
• Primary and Secondary Standard: 150 µg/m3



34Air Quality Division • Austin Area Air Quality Update • April 15, 2024

NAAQS Revision

• On February 7, 2024, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) took final action on the reconsideration of 
the PM2.5 NAAQS.

• Lowered the primary annual standard from 12.0 to 9.0 μg/m3.

• Retained the secondary annual standard of 15.0 μg/m3.

• Retained the 24-hour standard of 35 μg/m3.

• The new 2024 primary annual PM2.5 standard will become 
effective May 6, 2024.
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Preliminary PM2.5 Design Values for 
2023

Site Name
24-Hr 2023 Design 

Value* (µg/m3)

Annual 2023 Design 

Value* (µg/m3)

Austin North Hills Drive 22.6 8.8

Austin Webberville Rd 22.1 9.4

Austin North Interstate 35 22.5 9.7

*Values calculated use preliminary data and are subject to change.
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Annual PM2.5 Design Values in Travis County

Austin Webberville Road

Austin North Interstate 35

2012 Annual PM₂.₅ NAAQS: 12.0 µg/m³

2024 Revised  Annual PM₂.₅ NAAQS: 9.0 µg/m³

Note: Data subject to change

Annual PM2.5 Design Values for 
Austin-Round Rock

Revised Standard 9.0 µg/m3
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PM2.5 Point 
Sources and 
Monitors in 
Central Texas



38Air Quality Division • Austin Area Air Quality Update • April 15, 2024

PM2.5 Point 
Sources and 
Monitors in the 
Austin Area
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Designations Process

• EPA sets a new or revised NAAQS

• State designations submitted to EPA

• Attainment: the area meets the NAAQS

• Nonattainment: the area does not meet the NAAQS

• Unclassifiable: the area cannot be classified based on available 
information

• EPA makes final designations

• 120-day notice to states if EPA designations differ from state 
designations
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Designation and Nonattainment Area SIP Revision Cycle

NAAQS Revision
State Designation 

Submittal

EPA Nonattainment 
Designation

Nonattainment Area 
SIP Revision

Redesignation Request and 
Maintenance Plan SIP Revision

Redesignation to 
Attainment

Area Fails to Attain

Area Attains

Reclassification

■ State Action

■ EPA Action

Infrastructure 
& Transport 

SIP 
Revisions
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Potential PM2.5 NAAQS 
Implementation Timeline

Date Event

February 2024 PM2.5 NAAQS revision finalized

February 2025 State designation submittal

October 2025 120-day Letter from EPA to Governor

March 2026 Final designations effective

February 2027 Infrastructure and Transport SIPs due

September 2027 Nonattainment area SIPs due

December 2032 Attainment date
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PM Nonattainment Area Requirements

• Moderate PM nonattainment area SIP requirements:
• Nonattainment new source review permitting requirements;

• Federal Clean Air Act (FCAA), §176(c) conformity; and

• SIP revision due 18 months after initial designation.

• Reclassification to serious nonattainment if area fails to 
attain by the applicable moderate attainment date.

• EPA approval of redesignation request and maintenance 
plan SIP revision required to remove the nonattainment 
designation once area attains.
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Current Ozone NAAQS Status

• 2015 eight-hour ozone NAAQS is 0.070 parts per million 
(ppm).

• Design values of 70 parts per billion (ppb) or less are attainment.

• Austin-Round Rock is currently designated 
attainment/unclassifiable for the 2015 eight-hour ozone 
NAAQS.



44Air Quality Division • Austin Area Air Quality Update • April 15, 2024

Preliminary Eight-Hour Ozone 
Design Values for 2023

Site Name Design Value* (ppb)

Austin North Hills Drive 71

Austin Audubon 67

* Values calculated use preliminary data and are subject to change.
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Eight-Hour Ozone Design Values 
for Austin-Round Rock
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Austin Northwest (North Hills Dr.)

Austin Audubon Society

2008 Eight-Hour Ozone NAAQS: 75 ppb

2015 Eight-Hour Ozone NAAQS: 70 ppb

Note: Data subject to change
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Revised Designations Process

• If an attainment/unclassifiable area exceeds the 
NAAQS, the area is not automatically redesignated to 
nonattainment.

• A revised designation would be made at EPA 
Administrator’s discretion.

• EPA would notify the state that the current designations 
should be revised.

• Revising the designation requires a formal process similar to 
initial designations, per FCAA, §107(d)(3).
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Ozone Nonattainment Area 
Requirements

• Marginal ozone nonattainment SIP requirements
• Nonattainment new source review (NSR) permitting

• Emissions inventory (EI) SIP revision

• Emissions statement

• FCAA, §176(c) conformity requirements
• Federal actions cannot cause new NAAQS violations, worsen 

existing NAAQS violations, or delay attainment.
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Contact Information

SIP Rules inbox, Air Quality Division: 
siprules@tceq.texas.gov

To join the SIP/Air Quality update email list go to: 

www.tceq.texas.gov/airquality/sip/sipcontact.html

mailto:siprules@tceq.texas.gov
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/airquality/sip/sipcontact.html
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